KILL OR CURE
Dr. Ikeda explained, was first intro-
duced into Japan from China about fourteen
hundred years ago. In Japan, it reached the
peak of its popularity during the Tokugawa era,
but became unpopular during the Meiji period
because of the introduction of foreign medicine.
Now it is practised mainly in the country districts.
Dr. Ikeda averages about ten patients a day.
The biggest problem is to locate the point
which pains the most and then discover which of
the 365 possible spots for okyu burning or acupunc-
ture is nearest the ailment. The task is to pick a
spot which will affect the krgest possible area.
Having found the locality, Dr. Ikeda, if he decides
to use okyu takes a pinch of soft, velvety, grey
wogusa leaf and places it on the proper spot. A
treatment consists of seven burnings on each
spot, one minute pinch of the leaf being applied at
a time. The leaves are ignited with punk* On
the average, a patient gets about twenty spot
burns or a hundred and forty individual burns in
a full treatment. It is little wonder that Dr.
Ikeda declares that the method cures due to ner-
vous shock I
"The shock causes the white corpuscles of the
blood stream to increase, thereby affecting a cure,"
he explained. "The number of bums adminis-